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Thanks to Ben Farris, who built a desk and bookcase unit and painted WAFER’s entire reception area, our building has a welcoming look the minute one enters the door. Ben, with help from friends and family, completed our renovation as part of his Eagle Scout requirements.  The new unit has an accessible desk, plenty of countertop for client brochures, and a bookcase area. 








  �               �





Even the cabinets got a coat of paint.         Ben (in the middle) installed the unit.
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Heidi Griminger Blanke


	Executive Director
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Responding to God’s love, WAFER provides food to people in need and advocates systemic change to eliminate hunger.








Looking Good





	In many businesses, a record year in customer demand would be cause for celebration. However, at WAFER, it is cause for concern, as it indicates increases in those households that cannot make ends meet. In 2007, WAFER distributed 11,155 food packages, 12% more than the year before. We provided food to nearly one of every twenty households in La Crosse County.


	I cannot thank you, our donors, enough, for the food and money you so generously provide. To give you an idea of the magnitude of the need in La Crosse, WAFER’s 2008 monthly food budget is $10,000 (much of the food is purchased at $0.22 per pound from a food bank) and we will plan on 100,000 pounds of donated food for the year. 


	Each time WAFER helps a household put food on its table, western Wisconsin is one step closer to retaining its vitality. On an empty stomach, it is nearly impossible to concentrate on schoolwork, look for a job, or even think clearly. Together we can assure our community thrives for years to come.





Heidi Griminger Blanke
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From the Director





The Feinstein Challenge





What is it?


For the last eleven years, Alan Shawn Feinstein has sponsored the Feinstein Challenge, a two month event in which he matches a percentage of the dollar amount a hunger agency, like WAFER, raises during March and April. A total of $1 million will be donated, divided among participating groups. Last year, WAFER received $404 from the Feinstein Foundation. 


How does it work?


All monetary and food donations collected in April and March 2008 are eligible for the funds, with each pound of food counting as $1.00. In 2007, WAFER supporters generously gave $26,600 and 20,200 pounds of food during that time. If you typically make a spring donation to WAFER, sending it before April 30 will help us receive a greater portion of the Feinstein Challenge. 




















Thanks, Rotary Lights





Despite several nights of weather not quite conducive to viewing the spectacular Rotary Lights display, WAFER received 14,000 pounds of donated food during our eight nights of collection. 





A special thanks goes the WAFER board members who helped unload the food at the end of the evening and to the organizations who provided traffic control on those nights. They included A.G. Edwards, Marine Credit Union, YWCA, La Crosse Area Pharmaceutical Reps, Wettstein Brothers/SSE Music, ABEL, Red Cross, and Causeway Interfaith.  











�


First Supply and Viking Electric for supplying trucks (and drivers) to help haul donations from Riverside Park to the WAFER Facility during Rotary Lights.





Schomburg Refrigeration for donating two commercial refrigerator units.








Expiration Dates: How Old Is Too Old?
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Food Drives


Thank you to these outstanding businesses and organizations for holding food drives in the past few months.











River Town Dental


River Valley Newspaper Group


Roncalli Newman Center


Rotary Lights


Rushford Peterson Elementary School


St. John’s United Church 


St. Joseph the Workman Cathedral


St. Luke’s United Methodist Church


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA


Shelby Terrace Apartments


Town and Country Garden Club


Tree House


Unitarian Universalist Fellowship


UWL Recreational Sports


Valley View Rotary


Welcome Home Apartments


Wesley United Methodist Church


Western Technical College Automotive 	Club


Wichlet Imports


Wisconsin Paralegal Association


Woodmans


YMCA Wave Swim Team


                                





Gundersen Lutheran Child Care Center


Gundersen Lutheran Social Services


Harry Spence School


Hillside Animal Hospital


Holy Trinity Catholic Church


Independent Living Resources


Kish and Sons


La Crosse Country Club Women’s Golf


La Crosse County Republican Women


Leithold Music


Main Street Ingredients


Midwest Security


Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church WELS


North Presbyterian Church


Olivet Lutheran Church


Onalaska Church of Christ


Our Redeemer Lutheran Church ELCA


Our Savior’s Lutheran Church ELCA


Pegasus Players


Quillin’s


Radiant Hands


Retired Eagles Activity Club


River City Plaza











A.G. Edwards 


Altra Credit Union


Arbor Hills Garden Club


Asbury United Methodist Church


Blains Farm and Fleet


Bronston Chiropractic


Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church


CBS Graphics


Center for Effective Living


Chamber of Commerce of Greater


	 La Crosse


Chileda


Christ Episcopal Church


Community Credit Union


Congregation Sons of Abraham


Credit Bureau Data


Crescent Printing


English Lutheran Church ELCA


First Baptist Church


First Congregational Church UCC


First Presbyterian Church


Friends of the Library


Good Shepherd Lutheran











Thank you to our champions


These businesses provided in-kind services:     These businesses provide day-old bakery 2-3 times weekly:


Carpenters Local 1143					Amundson’s Bakery


First Supply  						Festival Foods


Klich Electric    						Linda’s Bakery					


Schomberg Refrigeration					Panera Bread


Viking Electric						Starbuck’s Onalaska						


							


       							 











Top Hours


December, January & February: Diane Bierce, Joe Brazgel, Eric Faas, Ed Foster, & Judy Siefert


Honorable Mention: Jean Amlaw, Beth Eldridge, Dale Montgomery, Jean Moser, Jim Omernick, 


Jonathan Staats, & Lou and Joann Wuensch. 


								THANK YOU





Our Wonderful Volunteers











WAFER, Inc.


403 Causeway Boulevard


La Crosse WI 54601





Phone: 608.782.6003


Fax: 608.782.6006


Email: waferfoodpantry@centurytel.net





WAFER serves one in twenty households in La Crosse County
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WAFER is supported by the United Way  





Our Statistics





In January 2008 WAFER


Provided 1091 food packages


Received 24,829 pounds of donated food, including food from the Hunger Task Force


Helped 78 new client families


Benefited from 639 hours of volunteer time


Received $19,279 in donations and grants, including a grant from United Way


Purchased $6,529 worth of food





Our 


Wish List 





These items are in high demand. Please donate:


Chicken noodle soup


Cream of mushroom soup


Hamburger Helper


Ketchup


Peanut butter


Coffee


Toilet paper


Tissues





MAKE A DIFFERENCE


MAKE A WAFER DONATION
































Many of us toss a food item as soon as it reaches its expiration date. However, canned or boxed food probably has a longer shelf life than you may suspect. When donating nonperishable items, consider:





“Sell by” is primarily used for inventory control, not food safety.


“Best before” refers to the quality or flavor of the food.


“Use by” acts as a true expiration date.  





Most nonperishable food is good for 18-24 months past the stamped date, unless it is marked “use by.” However, the more acidic the food, the quicker the flavor deteriorates. In all cases, dispose of cans that are rusty, bulging, or dented on the seams. 











TheThe








