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Responding to God’s love, WAFER provides food to people in need and advocates systemic change to eliminate hunger.








What is it?


For the last twelve years, Alan Shawn Feinstein has sponsored the Feinstein Challenge, a two month event in which he matches a percentage of the dollar amount a hunger agency, like WAFER, raises during March and April. A total of $1 million will be donated, divided among participating groups. While our portion isn’t exceedingly large, it is a simple way to add to our funding.


How does it work?


All monetary and food donations collected in April and March 2009 are eligible for the funds, with each pound of food counting as $1.00. If you typically make a spring donation to WAFER, sending it before April 30 will help us receive a greater portion of the Feinstein Challenge. 

















From the Director





In January, WAFER distributed a record number of food packages. Unfortunately, given the economy, we have been repeatedly breaking records for the number of households benefiting from our services.


While we can hope for an economic recovery sometime soon, the reality is that more and more members of our community are facing rough times. Where WAFER helped one in eighteen households two years ago, we now help one in fifteen. Fortunately, we live in a generous community that has responded by helping WAFER set records for both monetary and food donations. 


Still, the food and money goes quickly. For example, WAFER now uses 5000 cans of soup, 2800 boxes of cereal, and 2300 cans of beans each month. Over 600,000 pounds of food passed through our doors last year.


I want to thank our outstanding Coulee Region community for the outpouring of support WAFER received during the holiday season. It is gratifying to see the number of food drives held, and the amount of corporate, foundation, and individual donations that so generously come in to us. As a bonus to donors, check out the City Wear and Sue Kolve’s Salon and Day Spa special offers on page 3.


WAFER is committed to meeting any increased need for food in 2009. With support from benefactors like you, I know we will continue to help the families who depend on WAFER.


Heidi Griminger Blanke, 


WAFER, Executive Director
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Volunteer Diane Bierce for making a difference at WAFER with her enthusiasm, ideas, and nonstop volunteering.





Volunteer Jim Omernick for loading a truck for several hours in sub-zero temperatures.





Experience Works employee Gerry Trimbell for his enthusiasm for and dedication to WAFER





WOW! Food Drives!
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Central High School		           4386 pounds


Newman Center		           1560 pounds


St. Francis Skemp Family Medicine     1358 pounds


Aquinas Central Food Fight		842 pounds


Holiday Train				539 pounds


Center for Effective Living		522 pounds


United Auto Supply		             334 pounds 


Precision Computer Systems		330 pounds





























	A February 2009 article in the New York Times highlighted the growing use of food pantries by those they termed the “newly poor,” lower wage workers facing financial uncertainty for the first time. While WAFER does not track reasons for its clients’ need for food packages, the demand has been increasing at an alarming rate. Since the start of the year, WAFER has helped 135 new households; former clients who may not have needed WAFER’s services in the recent past are finding their way through our doors again. In all, WAFER distributed 450 more food packages in the first two months of 2009 than we did in the first two months of 2008.


	 Because of generous donors, we are able to completely fill each and every food package. Through grants from the La Crosse Community Foundation and the Women’s Fund, we are also able to supply necessities like toilet paper and feminine hygiene products.


	As the New York Times article suggests, those who have recently lost jobs can be at a loss as to where to turn for help, having never had to navigate the waters of social services before. If you know someone who has been laid off or whose income has dramatically diminished, tell them about WAFER. Though some people are hesitant to visit a food pantry, our staff and volunteers will help them feel as ease. We are open to any La Crosse County resident.


	


	


	





Expired Food?


Cans and boxes past expiration can be donated to WAFER-we’ll check it out!


�  �  �





Gifts in Kind


Brice-Cohey Consulting, LLC…………database updates


American Lock and Key………..............keys and lock repair








Sue Kolve’s Salon & Day Spa


230 Main Street Onalaska


Free Gift


When you bring in


A food donation for WAFER





Offer good through May 10, 2009





Electronic Donations





City Wear


100 3rd Street La Crosse


15% off your purchase


When you bring in


A food donation for WAFER
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Rotary Lights Success





This year, WAFER received a record donation of 16,216 pounds of food from the Rotary Lights food drive. Thank you  to everyone who made the drive so successful, including these groups and individuals who helped with “traffic control” on WAFER nights: 


Breakfast Optimists		Citizen Advocacy


UWL-RHAC			Steve Earp Family & Friends


American  Red			Doug & Merrin Schupe 


	Cross				Family& Friends		


 �to all Rotarians for allowing WAFER to be a part of this special event. The donated food makes a tremendous difference in the amounts and kinds of items available to our clients.


 


                                 





Specialty Foods





Spotlight On





A Special Thank 


to 


1st Supply


Viking Electric


For supplying a truck and driver to help with WAFER’s Rotary Lights nights
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Food Drives


Thank you to these outstanding businesses and organizations for holding food drives in the past few months.











State Bank


Student's Nurses Association


Summit FS


The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 	Saints


Town of Campbell Fire Department


Treehouse Gifts & Home


Trinity United Church of Christ


Unitarian Universalist Fellowship


United Auto Supply


UWL Kitty Girls


UWL Pre-physician Assistant Club


Valley View Rotary


Viking Electric


Viterbo MBA Alumni


Viterbo Social Work Club


Weight Watchers


Wesley United Methodist 	Church


WIC Program


Wisconsin Dept. of Agriculture  


Wisconsin Paralegal Association   


WTC          


YMCA     


YWCA of the Coulee Region           








AmeriCorps


Ammunition Systems Group


Amundsen’s Bakery


Aquinas Middle and High 	Schools


Associated Bank


Bethany Free Church


Bethany Lutheran Homes


Blessed Sacrament School


Canadian Pacific Railway


Carpenters Operators Union


Cashton FFA/ Cashton High 


	School


Center for Effective Living


CenturyTel


Chamber of Commerce 	Youth Leadership


Chances R


Central High School


Christ Episcopal Church


Cindy Gerke & Associates Realtors


City Prayz Ministries


Congregation Sons of Abraham


Coulee Golf Women's Society


Coulee Region Kiwanis Club


CR Enland Trucking


Credit Bureau Data


Cub Scout Pack #247


Dairyland Power 


Dollar Tree Store


Ellen's Child Care Center 


English Lutheran Church 	ELCA


Festival Foods


First Baptist Church


First Congregational Church 


First Presbyterian Church


Franciscan Skemp Healthcare


Friends of the Library


Frito Lay


Good Shepherd Lutheran 	Church


Goodwill Industries


Great Lakes Cheese


Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center 


High Roller Skating


Hintgen School


Holy Trinity Catholic Church


I.C. System, Inc.


Independent Living Resources


IQ Academy


Kwik Trip


La Crosse Area Retired Educators


La Crosse Chamber Chorale








La Crosse Country Club Ladies Golf Association


La Crosse Duplicate Bridge Club


La Crosse Flyers Club


La Crosse Public Library


La Crosse Tribune


Leithold Music


Luxemburg/American 	Descendents Society 


Linda’s Bakery


Main Street Ingredients 


Maurices


Mc Farland Trucking


Midwest Security Insurance


NARFE Chapter 370


New Horizons 


North Presbyterian Church


North Woods Elementary 


Oak Forest Dental


Olivet Lutheran Church


Options Clinic


Our Redeemer Lutheran Church ELCA


Outers Operations, ATK Alliant 	Techsystems


Panera


PEO Chapter CR


People's Food Cooperative, 


Potato King


Precision Computer Systems


Prince of Peace Lutheran 	Church


Quillin's


Radiant Body


Re-Lax-In Campers of La Crosse


Retired Eagles Activity Club


River Bank


River City Plaza Apartments


Roncalli Newman Parish


Rotary Lights


St. Elias Eastern Orthodox Church 


St. John UCC, WG


St. Joseph the Workman Cathedral


St. Luke’s United Methodist 	Church


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 


St. Peter's Middle Ridge 


Sam’s Club


Sara Lee Bakery


Shepherd's Flock Preschool Board


Southside Christian Church


Specialty Food Distribution 


Starbuck’s











These dedicated individuals each helped at WAFER 


for over 100 hours in 2008:


Jean Amlaw


Gary Aubert


Diane Bierce


Laurie Duchrow


Ed Foster


Dale & Karen Montgomery


Jean Moser


Judy Siefert


Joyce Snider


Kathy Thom


Lou & Joanne Wuensch








WAFER accepts credit card donations through 


	Network for Good at � HYPERLINK "http://www.networkforgood.org" ��www.networkforgood.org�.





WAFER is also a designated charity on Ebay. If you are selling an item, simply allocate all or part of the sales proceeds to WAFER.





The Growing Need for Food Pantries





WAFER, Inc.


403 Causeway Boulevard


La Crosse WI 54601





Phone: 608.782.6003


Fax: 608.782.6006


� HYPERLINK "mailto:waferfoodpantry@centurytel.net" ��waferfoodpantry@centurytel.net�


www.waferlacrosse.org





Serving one in fifteen households in La Crosse County
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WAFER is supported in part by the United Way





Our Statistics





In 2008 WAFER


Provided 12,823 food packages


Helped 785 new client families


Benefited from 7,665 hours of volunteer time


Distributed 609,258 pounds of food.








Please make these a priority for your food drives


Soup


Breakfast Cereal


Tuna or Spam


Peanut Butter


Pasta 


Baked Beans








Our 


Wish List 





Our wonderful 





Volunteers





	Specialty Food Distribution Company, LLC has donated thousands of pounds of snack items for WAFER to put on its pantry shelves. Typically, these nonperishable foods are not quite “perfect” enough for consumer sales, but are certainly welcome on WAFER’s shelves.


	Every month, at a minimum, we receive a call to pick up several pallets of items. Many of them, like cookies and chips, are not something WAFER normally uses its funds for, but which clients certainly appreciate having. 


	We all need a treat now and then!








Thank you


Weekly Donors!


Festival Foods


	     La Crosse


Panera Bread


Linda’s Bakery


Starbucks





Volunteers





Company





Lou and Joanne Wuensch





Read about the Feinstein Challenge inside.





	It wouldn’t be Monday morning at WAFER without Lou and Joanne Wuensch. Together, they have clocked close to 2000 hours at the pantry. While Lou typically works filling food packages, Joanne helps package bread and other bakery items. In addition to devoting countless hours to WAFER, Lou also picks up food donations and packing boxes from several places each week and brings them to our building. 


	Lou and Joanne do take an occasional break to visit family in Alaska and have been there over thirty times. 


	Thank you to this terrific duo.	
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